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KTEIC MAGAZINE announces its first contest! Caption this drawing and

win the envy and genuine apathy of your friends! (Sample captions
shown...)

"Well, I may
be a c¢rook,
but no one
will be able :
to prove a thirngt'

"Dat lets m=
watch when she
and Checkers...'’

"I miss being
corrupted by

power...""
"I am return-

ing to public
life--as the

"Actually,
Director of

it
was Rich Litt
+

ie
Paranoids that erased those
Anonymous!" 18% minutes."
"Would you

buy a used
scandal from
this man?"

"John Dean is
a nurd."

"Would you "Why haven't I

buy a used been Tuckerized?"

anthology

from Terry

Carr?" "America is for
sale, rent, or
iease."

"I am still

President of
the United States, it's Jjust that I don't like to be showy.¥

"Liberals can stand everything bﬁt_people who don't understand them."
...Lenny Bruce

"Without a revolution, stagnation sets in and decay is just around

the corner." ...0Orson Welles

"Anyone who isn’t interested in politics is an idiot, because poiitics
affects your goddamn life.' ...Lionel Stander



Just what you've been waiting for!
A STATISTICAL ABSTRACT OF KTEIC READERSHIP

As I was typing out the envelopes to send this "magazine" to
others than those in Lilapa I started thinking...how many people read
this? Actually, I have no idea. It is quite possible that everyone
is polite & just passes it on or deep-sixes it. But if everyone I send
it to reads it there are about fifty people.

To be precise there are 14 males, 10 females (plus Marie
Ellington) in Lilapa; 14 males, 14 females outside of Lilapa. Then
if George Barr's roommate, Gregg Calkins' girl friend, or Lolia's
children read this...Plus Sharman and occasionally Paul Turner...that's
about fifty folks with a slight majority by males. The average 1IQ is

over 100 (at last count), the total weight is 7,502 pounds, and not
one of them is Roger Elwood.

"Lunacy is a condition where dreams overflow into life." (Connolly Norman]

4

Rule Number One: Give them everything they want--not necessarily when
they want it--and do it with style.

Rule Number Two: There are no othér rules.

"Eccentricity is often a kind of innocent pride, and the man of genius
and the aristocrats are frequently regarded as eccentrics because
genius and aristocrat are entirely unafraid of and influenced by the
opinions and vagaries of the crowd." (Dame Edith Sitwell)

Small correction on that salad recipe last time. One stick, not one
stalk of celery. # Saw The Infamous Thea on the Flip Wilson Special
the other night. Now billed as Joyce Mandell. Her name is really
Dorothea Mandelcorn, by the way. # Went out today and bought $173
worth of lumber for making more shelves...and we need them! Never in
my life will I have had so many feet of shelving! Marvelous! Can't
have too many book-and-thingy shelves. # For those of you who are

into this (Hi, Bob!) you'll be happy to know that the infamous Monique
von Cleef has a book out: The House .of Pain, the Strange Wdrld of
Monique von Cleef, The Queen of Humiliation, An Autobiography and a
Message to all Human Slaves. This is the woman that was supposed to
put on a show for Anthony Coogan & myself about 5-6 years ago, in the
hopes we would be "inspired" and do a film for/about her/them. But
her plane was forced down in Denver and Tony & I couldn't stop giggling
about it all. I've written it up, in here, and as an article, '"The
'"Hit Me!' Business."
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Most endings are not as good as the beginnings.
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"Good looks' are not beauty. '"Sexiness'" is not sensuality.
"Stubborness' is not strength. 'Manners" is not charm. Drinking
and rowdyness are not companionship. Insult is not wit. Jokes are
not humor. Lust 1s not love. You are not me,.
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Perhaps the strangest event of the evening was Ray Bradbury
(who was acting very expansive & '"up" & smiling) who came up to me
and rubbed his face all over one side of my beard. "I've known him
25 years," he said, "and I've always wanted to do that.'" It may have
confused a few of the Little 0Old Ladies standing around, but what the
hell. (Steffo, what was Ray into that night?)

()OO A) D)D) () ()X (R (X)) (F)(X)
"Most evils come from restricting natural processes." (William Feather)
()R () )RR () (X)) () ()

17 Nov Ian Ballantine calied up unexpectedly last night and we had a

pleasant dinner at Beni-Hana with a couple that run a bookstore
in LA called "Book Soup." Ian was in good form and we found out some
of the things upcoming in their Peacock Books line. )

Was It Harlan? Who sent me these:

1: If you squeeze a toothpaste tube from the bottom, never
have an affair with a woman who scueezes from the middle.
2. Never make fresh lemonade after collating a manuscript.
3: Never let anyone know you're ticklish.

4: Never rely on an important letter arriving in time.

9. Never talk about anyone behind his back, particularly
when he's watching you.
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Sharman & I now have an answering service: same number. Call if

you get work and hang by your thumbs.
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18 Nov Don Pfeil & I had drinks at the Polo Lounge with "our'" editor
from Ballantine (on the Apes books), Sondra Ordover, who scemed
quite human and not the brittle business lady she has sounded over the
phone. Later, I sold Don my old IBM. Today, I bought my daughter,
Lisa, a '69 Corolla for $750 that seemed a very good buy, in pretty
good shape, etc. Then I bought more lumber for bookcases. You know,
I'm buying practically the cheapest lumber I can and this purchase
plus the lumber for the last set will be about $600. Jesus, lumber
is expensive! # That answering service is on a pickup from the 465-
6634 number, so put it in your books. # But it will certainly help to
get all those shelves in. That will be tomorrow's Big Project. That
$600 includes almost $300 for a radial arm saw that I basically bought
to make the bookcases about a year+ ago.
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This is reproduced from Len Moffatt's "The JDM Bibliophile' No. 20,
without either his or JDM's approval malnly because Ktelc 1s 2 letter

substitute (like a letter, 'm lazy & I think nk this is really
beautifully written. o
--WR

%_@HNQ}% | |
or
- PRAVIS S MCGIFEF

EDITOR'S NOTE: John gave us permission to reprint the following letter, which was in
reply to & letter from Marion Poynter, columnist for the St. Petersburg
Times, in which she asked him to comment on the changes in Travis over
the years.

~000-

I have the feeling I am going to tell you more than you care to know about your
query, and I think it is going to be imprecise. I have thought about it for several
days.

I do not know ir this is any kind of an 1nsnght but perhaps one can deflne
aging as a process of isolation. Assume a stable community. Roots. ‘Identity.
There are cross-linked lines of communication. In his thirties, John Smith knows
well a veritable alphabet of people, from Amy to Zelda, His sense of identity is
based not only upon his direct contact with the 26 good friends, but also upon
their contacts with each other in which they talk about him, directly or indirectly.
"Saw John over at Al's last Saturday, looking beat."

To analogize, think of it as a big web with 27 places where a spider would
appropriately sit, with each web-middle connected both directly and indirectly with
every other web-middle, 8o along comes the drunk driver, or pneumonia, or Big C,
and snipsnipsnip, when John Smith is in his forties, eight of the interconnected
web-centers have been cut out, and his intimate identity, direct and indirect, is
cut down to 18 other centers. Contacts suffer a geometric reduction. Whereas
before, the contacts ir one specific length of time could be cxrressed by 27 x 26
x 25 x 24,.. ete., it has now vecome 19 x 18 x 17... etc., a vastly smaller number,

Can John Smith, in a stable commmnity, replace these holes in the web? Not in
kind. Knowing a person means knowing them through a chunk of their history, seeing

‘the growth and change. We can not explain ourselves to one another. We are what

we are at that point in time when we make a new friend, So the sense of identity is
missing, There are fewer voices in our background noise. They are supportive voices -
which are missing, because they were telling us who we are, and we were living up to
those superimpased conceptions,

What has all this got to do with McGee? I have established him in a fairly
static environment, pecpled with friends and transients., In the beginning, I knew




The "Aging" of Travis McGee - 2

that I wanted to have him grow older, without defining his precise age. In 16 books,
he moves around, So it would be grotesque not to have some passage of time, But out
of enlightened self-interest, I did not want him to age as fast as all the rest of us.
Maybe one year every three or four? He began in 1964, I mentioned, in an early bock,
Korean war service., So would that make him about 357 I wouldn't know, Eleven years
later, is he 387 Who knows? Maybe he was 33 and is now 36. I don't really want to
know.

Chronological age is no great problem. The problem is, as I have tried to state,
an emotional and psychological one. I have had to involve him deeply with people and
then I have killed those people off. If I repeople his world with new intimates, and
make him the same'jollyuboy of yore, then I am saying, indirectly, that this is a
shallow and trivial man. If I make him a shallow fellow, I shall tire quickly of him,
and there will be no more books, because when they stop being fun I stop doing them,
Guaranteed.,

So, realistically, 1 must induce a malaise (without getting it mixed up with mine
own) and understand why he has 1t. Meyer--and I have implied he is older--will have
his.owh version of it. '

Iife does become smaller and more cautious because identity becomes more difricult
to ascertaln and maintain. The dwindled circle of intimates becomes aware of being
survivors. Loss is more sharply felt because more acutely understood, but at the same
time the pang is dulled by the pre-awareness of its inevitability.

So what do I do to keep McGee and Meyer from becoming too withdrawn and morose?
I can move them about more. Or I can go back and pick up on the casual contacts and
bring those pecple back into a more intimate and valued focus within their home turr.
I favor the latter, Perhaps a birthday party for Meyer in the beginning of McGee #17.
And if there are not enough folks, I can invent a few-~-shared memories and all.

A couple of weeks befcre Alden Hatch died, he told me at lunch that he and
Saueakie consciously cultivated "new friends" to fill the gap when old friends died,
Acquaintances to replace friends, I think.

Who are the people least vulnerable to the malaise of the narrowing years? Those
most certain of their own identity, those who have proof through accomplishment regard-
ing.who they are and what they have done, .

The most vulnerable? The very old, who have done little with their lives, and-
who have absolutely no one left. This means there is no identity at all., Typically,
in nursing hcmes, they will sit with chin on chest and not 1ift :the head or eyes even
to look at the television set in -the lounge, to demonstrate *their terrible and--to a
great extent self-imposed--isolation, o

. What I guess I am saying in this very muddy letter is .that a fictional hero has
to be real to whatever possible extent I can make him real., Anc in order to make him
real, T have to apply to him those same Jjolts and shocks of reality I have felt
myself. Humor fades from slapstick to 1rony, and who can say which. is better? There
is more tolerance of error, and of the more gross of the humen vices, There is more
skepticism of the concept of justice. There is more value in gentleness,

- JohniD. MacDonald

-
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"This industry (photography), by invading the territories
of art, has become art's most mortal ebemy."
...Baudelaire

t=t=t+=t=t=t=d=t=d=t=t=t=t=t=t=t=t=+=F=+s+=t=t=t=t=+=t=+=t=+=+=4=+=+

STANDBY--THE FUTURE WILL BE HERE IN A MOMENT I finally got through
all those medical tests
and it turns out I have diabetes. "Just" chemical diabetes--which is
what the UCLA clinic said several years ago, but still diabetes.: I
won't go blind or have severe kidney problems or have to use insulin
daily, the doctor says. Seems my insulin production is fine, it is
just tbat my body doesn't process the sugar well. For reasons which
medical science (sic) does not understand when you lose weight, al-
though the insulin production goes down, the body comes more into

balance. Result: a '"balanced' diet.
For 3 days before a long &complex blood test I had to eat
a lot of--starch. I liked the pie & ice cream but I've become so

accustomed to a pretty starch-free diet that it was difficult to eat
some of that stuff.

- In addition, other medical news: Sherry Gottlieb is recovering
from a hysterectomy and Nancy Bacon is having her breasts removed.
And now for more serious news... /
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"One of the small comforts of getting old is that you no longer need

to worry about dying young." - ...Dean A. Grennell
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16 Nov Went to BooksWest the ether night to be on a panel.
Biggest laugh.was when Steve Goldin, in introducing

the members, said, "And on the extreme left, Jerry Pournelle.'" Mostly
I guess it was the panel (Jerry, Sturgeon, Alan Dean & Foster, Gerrold,
Steve & Kathleen Sky, Niven, myself.) who laughed, just as it was the
panel who, to a person, jumped on some poor woman who asked a question
and used "sci-fi." Sheé had a rather good rejoinder though, about us
being ''conditioned'" to respond to that. But Ted & I gave her gcod
reasons.

Larry Niven was first & went on boringly for a long time about
all the things he had done wrong in writing, all the things he had
written about that later research proved wrong, etc. I did a cartoon
about a character looking at LN and saying, "Larry is up there confessing
and another character says, '"What does a nun have to confess?"

Best cartoon I did, though--and this is a great way to pass

time--is about Kathleen Sky's comments on her '"role model', a female
doctor in an Azimov book and how she wanted to be a scientist & ended
up a writer. I had a leering character say, "Kathleen, while you were

trying to be a scientist I was learning to be a sex symbol."

All these cartoons were read aloud, I'm somewhat sorry to say
Sturgeon said he wanted to sit next to me to watch me draw; later told
the audience how panels giggle all the time because of me.

First person we saw going in was Stephanie Eve Bernstein, who
will find out for the first time as she reads this that "Steffo" is
one of Cornelius & Zira's grandparents in one ofthe Apes books.

Saw Harlan at a distance, snazzy in a Pierra Cardin suit, and

being Very ”up.”
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4 Dec 75 The last couple of weeks have been very physical. I've been
making bookcases. My hands are full of splinters & tiny cuts
and the apartment still full of sawdust. I'm making modeular cases 3'
wide and 89" tall, but with different height shelves. Many are custom
to certain things, but most are 13" or 12". When I finish I will have
15 foot-deep ones, 4 6" (pocketbook depth) shelves, plus some that are
89" but 18" or 24" wide to fit certain areas (3 or 4) plus 2 or 3
smaller shelves that will fit certain special places. One is for pans,
another for shoes & boots, another for towels, some for Sharman's

crafts stuff, etc. ‘
This is the full-fillment of a childhood dream--enough book-

I made some bookends out of scrap, and will start on my new
#esk, another dream. The advantage of doing it myself, of course, is
that I can customize. Also it is cheaper. I shudder to think what
Silverberg's ¢ Harlan's shelves cost, as they are made from very good
wood & were buillt by a craftsman. Mine are cheap wood (#3 pine, which
means knots, warping, etc.). I figure, not counting the $250 I spent
for a radiai arm saw, that these cases will end up costing close to a
thoysand dollars! And they are not spackled or painted yet either.

That is a task we will do when we get a house & move & know where things

cases!

go in 1it. .
Other than that we have been going to shows...an Indian jewelry

show at the Natural History Museum where we got Sharman a watchband...

bought a $750 squash blossom necklace from my daughter for $200...saw

Dog Day Afternoon (excellent) and Paper Tiger (very good)...went to

a '"con" of gun/antique/etc dealers where we had our pictures taken in

old timey clothes...went to a party at Ackerman's (where Sharman & I

went a year & a half ago)...but mostly it has been hammering & sawing.
I have a dado saw on my saw, so I can notch the wood & make

-



"Sadism is never having to say you're sorry." (Bruce Arthurs, AWEY)

fairly decent looking cabinets. The trouble is that the wood you get
is so warped...usually only in one direction, but’ sometimes in two
directions. And I go through & select the '"best'" as I buy it.

The cartoon about Silverberg which appears here in some of
these editions is really about 2 years old, before he gave up writing.

Don'T pon7
THAT AT
ME,

6 Dec 75 Those who are old enough are always able to remember where
they were when they heard about Pearl Harbor. The next
definite date I suppose everyone remembers is Kennedy's assassination,
then maybe Bobby Kennedy's. On Dec. 7th, 1941, I was about 15% and
had just come home from church. Everyone was listening to the news
and there were a lot of my relatives there. I really don't remember
much more, except it didn't seem all that surprising to me. After all,
we had been building toward it, a war in Europe had been going on
for 2% years. In fact, it seemed to me (and for years after) that
there was always a war going on somewhere. Newsreel shots of crowds
rioting in Trieste looked-to me just like the crowds rioting in Paris,
Shanghai, etc. Only in early 1947 do I remember a time when nothing
seemed to be going on. Maybe late '46. There was, of course, but after
the "big show' of WWII those other things seemed like '"settling in."
How did I get on this? Stop me before I reminisce again!
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